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AN ORDINANCE repealing and recreating Article VIII of Chapter 70 of
the Municipal Code entitled ^^Sexual Offender Residency Restrictions."

WHEREAS, in recent years, several communities in Wisconsin have had
their Sexual Offender Residency Restrictions ruled unconstitutional or
otherwise unenforceable by state and federal courts because of concerns
that such ordinances do not provide clear evidence that the restrictions
protect citizens and concerns regarding due process; and

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Legislature has pre-empted municipalities from
regulating the residency of the most dangerous sexual offenders, instead
imposing its own restrictions; and

WHEREAS, the primary purpose of Sheboygan's current restrictions are
to provide notice to neighbors regarding offenders who are moving to their
neighborhood, and current statutes already provide neighbors and potential
neighbors with such information; and

WHEREAS, an all-too-common effect of denial of residency is
homelessness, a circumstance that is more dangerous not only for convicted
offenders but for all citizens; and

WHEREAS, it is the sense of the council that it would be better to
allow the Sheboygan Police Department to focus on informing and protecting
neighbors and allowing the professionals with the Department of
Corrections to focus on providing the best and safest alternative
residences for those who would be affected by Sheboygan's restrictions;
and

WHEREAS, it is the sense of the council that a limited and

appropriate level of residency restrictions and review thereof by elected
officials should still remain aimed at those most likely to be dangerous
to the general public.

THEREFORE, THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SHEBOYGAN DO ORDAIN AS

FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Article VIII of Chapter 70 of the Municipal Code is
hereby repealed and recreated to read as follows:












